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ever fails, but the length of time he takes to qualify himself
for the higher examination is left to his own discretion. A
wise pupil, seeing that this school-life is merely a prepara-
tion for a wider one, makes the best of his time and tries
hard to master the rules of the school and shape his life in
accordance with them.

Q. But have we not suffering enough in one life ? The-
thought of being reborn to suffer over and over again is
horrible,

Ans. Dislike for, or lack of understanding the purpose-
of, existence does not alter facts. If suffering and sorrow
were unknown in the world, would we not be filled with
extreme pain to leave this land of bliss when the call of
death came, and would we not in that case welcome re-
incarnation ? Thus what we object to is not reincarnation,
but the trials and sufferings of earthly life- But the diffi-
culties and sorrows give us experience, teach us some of
the grandest lessons of life and force us to develop
powers which would otherwise never be awakened into-
activity.  As will be explained later in Chapter V,
we reap as we sow, suffer in the present life for the
misdeeds of the past, and none but ourselves can cause us
suffering.

Q. But is it not unjust for us to be punished for for-
gotten misdeeds perpetrated long ago in a past life ? Why
should a man suffer for what he is not conscious of having
done ?

Ans, A man may suffer from a disease in ignorance of
the conditions under which its germs were sown in his
body, but the right sequence of cause and effect is not
imperilled by his ignorance, for there is no such absurdity
in the universe as an effect without a responsible
cause.